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• 
Fowl typhoid is prevalent in many localities in Illinois and causes 
heavy losses. Chickens with a pale or bluish discoloration of the comb, 
a loss of appetite arid a dull, droopy, sluggish attitude coupled with 
diarrhea serve as a warning to the poultryman that the disease may have 
made its way into his flock. It often exists in flocks for weeks or months, 
but does not cause death as rapidly as fowl cholera. The symptoms of 
fowl typhoid may be noticed for a week or more before the chickens die. 
Some mildly affected fowls may recover. In many outbreaks, labora­
tory and microscopic examinations of sick chickens must be resorted 
to before the disease can be diagnosed positively as fowl typhoid. 
Fowl typhoid is caused by a microscopic rod-shaped organism known 
as the fowl typhoid bacillus (Bacillus gallinarum). This microscopic 
bacillus makes its way into the blood stream from the digestive tract 
and may be found in the liver, spleen, kidney, and heart's blood of 
affected chickens. The droppings of affected fowls containing the bacillus 
contaminate feed and water and in this way the organism gains entrance 
to other susceptible fowls thru the digestive tract. 
Affected Birds Droopy 
Chickens affected with fowl typhoid show loss of appetite and in­
creased thirst, dulness, weakness, ruffied feathers, and drooping wings, 
with the head drawn close to the body. They often sit quietly with the 
eyes closed. In the initial stages of the infection the comb and wattles 
frequently are bluish in color, altho an anemic or pale appearance may 
be noted. The droppings have a greenish or yellowish color and often a 
very fetid odor. Many of the symptoms of fowl typhoid are common 
also to fowl cholera, but cholera is more fatal and runs a more rapid 
course. Symptoms of illness may be noticed in cases of fowl typhoid for 
periods lasting from three days to two weeks. 
Liver Is Mahogany Colored 
One of the most common changes that can be found upon examining 
the organs of chickens that die of fowl typhoid is an enlarged, brownish­
bronze or mahogany colored liver. This organ also may be soft and 
friable depending upon the length of time the chicken has been sick. 
Inflammation is often found in the inner lining of the small intestine. 
The inflamed areas may vary from a grayish to a bloody color, which 
develops in small patches or extends several inches over the lining mem­
brane. However, inflammation of the intestines cannot be taken as 
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positive proof of the presence of fowl typhoid, inasmuch as a similar 
condition may be caused by intestinal parasites or by the feeding of 
irritating· drugs. 
Confused with Cholera 
Symptoms and changes in the organs of affected chickens are not 
always enough to identify fowl typhoid in many flocks. One reason 
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for this is that fowl typho~d and fowl cholera have common symp­
toms, even tho the former disease is milder and does not cause the 
sudden losses that often follow fowl cholera. To avoid possible confusion 
between t y phoid and cholera in chickens it often is necessary to use the 
microscope. Farmers and veterinarians who desire the assistance of a 
bacteriological laboratory in making a diagnosis can get such service by 
sending one or two typically affected chickens express prepaid to the 
Laboratory of Animal Pathology and Hygiene at the University of 
Illinois, where an examination will be made for a fee of $1 to cover part 
of the cost of materials used. 
Sanitation Controls Fowl Typhoid 
Sanitation in the poultry yard is the first step in contr.olling fowl 
typhoid. Healthy fowls should be moved to clean ground and if possible 
divided into small groups to reduce the danger of the disease spreading. 
Each chicken that shows signs of being affected should be isolated or 
killed. All dead chickens should be burned. The droppings from all 
affected birds should be disposed of in the same way. 
Open feeding and drinking utensils that might be reinfected from time 
to time should be boiled or scalded each day. Sanitary containers should 
be used for feed and water to keep down the spread of the disease. 
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Chicken houses should be cleaned thoroly and then sprayed with a 
strong disinfectant. Hot lye water made by dissolving one pound of lye 
in 40 gallons of water and applied with a broom or brush will aid in 
cleaning. A 3-percent solution of compound cresol (U.S.P. ) applied with 
a spray pump is a reliable disinfectant. 
Runways and ground where affected chickens have been kept should 
be spaded up or plowed and the infected ground sown to a crop or left 
idle for several months. In case it is necessary to use quarters that are 
suspected of harboring the infection, the danger may be reduced if a 
small number of chickens are first exposed for two or three weeks before 
more are added to the flock. 
Valuable information and assistance can be had from local veterina­
rians in controlling infectious diseases of this character. 
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